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Watershed Planning Process

• State Watershed Management Act
• Initiated planning in 1999
• Two planning areas – WRIA 25/26 and 27/28
• Planning Units established to guide process
• Planning Units consists of state agencies, local governments, 

water purveyors, and interested individuals



Planning Area:
WRIA 27/28 and 25/26



Planning Area:
WRIA 27/28



WRIA 27/28 Mission Statement
“Develop and implement a watershed 
management plan for the responsible use of 
water to balance the needs of people and natural 
resources” - addressing:

• Water quantity

• Water quality

• Habitat

• Instream flows,



Planning Process
• Technical Evaluations

• Water availability and needs
• Water quality concerns
• Stream flows
• Fish habitat conditions

• Recommended Management Actions
• Water supply management
• Stream flow management
• Water quality protection and improvement
• Habitat restoration measures from salmon recovery plan



Planning Process

• Watershed Plans adopted in 2006 by Boards of 
County Commissioners of Clark, Cowlitz, Skamania, 
Lewis, and Wahkiakum Counties

• Detailed Implementation Plans developed by the 
Planning Units and adopted in 2008



Current Status

• WRIA 25/26 
 Rule making initiated in 2010 by Ecology

 Strong public concern over adequacy of water set aside for 
future needs

 Ecology halted rule making process

 Planning Unit Revised Plan

 Rule making in abeyance

• WRIA 27/28 

 Rule adopted in 2009

 Plan implementation underway



Water Supply Management

• PU reviewed range of water supply strategies 
• Development of new surface or ground water supplies
• Water conservation
• Water reclamation and reuse
• Voluntary transfers of water rights
• Aquifer storage and recovery
• Surface water storage

• Examined needs of communities and water-use groups 
(through 2020)



Stream Flow Management

• Work to improve watershed conditions over the long-term to improve 
stream flows and promote aquifer recharge

• Identified potential regional water sources
• Establish stream flow protection

• Instream flow, closures

• Set aside “Water Reservations” to meet future needs
• Established conditions for using reserved water



Stream Flow Protection
• Open areas
• Closures

• Instream Flows
• Reservations



Reservations
• Closing most of the region’s streams and rivers to 

future withdrawals to protect stream flows 

• “Water Reservations” are a specific quantity of stream 
flow set aside in a closed stream to meet future needs

• Based on 20-year estimate of needs
• Allocated across specific water users
• Approximately 1-2% habitat impact at low flow



Reservations



Stream Flow Protection



High Priority Actions - Examples



Partnering with Ecology and 
Utilities to Improve Stream 

Flows

WRIA 24

WRIA 25
WRIA 26

WRIA 27

WRIA 28

WRIA 29 A

Vancouver 
Lowlands Jones / Boulder Creeks

Steigerwald

Paradise Point

Source Substitution



Camas Source 
Substitution

• 3 new wells and increase 
withdrawal on an existing 
well – all wells in the lower 
Washougal River

• No diversion of water from 
Jones and Boulder Creeks 
from May 15 to October 31

• Funded in part by 
Department of Ecology 
grant funds



• Benefits to Camas:
• More reliable summer water source
• Granting of new water rights from regional water source area

• Benefits to fish:
• Improved flow during critical summer months in flow-limited Jones and 

Boulder Creeks
• Additional flow benefits in Little Washougal and mainstem Washougal Rivers
• Improved habitat (quantity and temperature) for rearing life stages of coho, 

steelhead, Chinook, and potentially chum

City of Camas Source Substitution



Clark Public Utilities Paradise Point



Clark Public Utilities Paradise Point



Questions?
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